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Marbury v. Madison (1803)

Judicial Review, Federalism
At the end of Pres ident John Adams’ term, his  Secretary of State fa i led to
del iver documents  commiss ioning Wi l l iam Marbury as  Justice of the Peace in
the Dis trict of Columbia .  Once Pres ident Thomas  Jefferson was  sworn in, in
order to keep members  of the oppos ing pol i tica l  party from taking office, he
told... Read more

Roe v. Wade (1973)

Abortion, Right to Privacy
Jane Roe was  an unmarried and pregnant Texas  res ident in 1970. Texas  law
made i t a  felony to abort a  fetus  unless  “on medica l  advice for the purpose of
saving the l i fe of the mother.”  Roe fi led sui t aga inst Wade, the dis trict
attorney of Dal las  County, contesting the s tatue on... Read more

Miranda v. Arizona (1966)

Self-Incrimination, Due Process
Ernesto Miranda was  arrested after a  crime victim identi fied him, but pol ice
officers  questioning him did not inform him of his  Fi fth Amendment right
against sel f-incrimination, or of his  Sixth Amendment right to the ass is tance of
an attorney. Whi le he confessed to the crime, his  attorney later argued that
his ... Read more

Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)

Student Speech, Symbolic Speech
John and Mary Beth Tinker of Des  Moines , Iowa, wore black armbands  to their
publ ic school  as  a  symbol  of protest aga inst American involvement in the
Vietnam War. When school  authori ties  asked that the Tinkers  remove their
armbands , they refused and were subsequently suspended. The Supreme
Court decided that the... Read more

This  s i te was  developed to provide teachers  with a  ful l  range of
resources  and activi ties  to support the teaching of landmark
Supreme Court cases , helping s tudents  explore the key i ssues  of
each case. Learn more...
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